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DURING  YEAR  1957 


TO  THE 


G_°  PMANCH  ESTER  boeoug  h_.._.c_o_u  „ jlA  LJi 
Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957* 

Although  the  Birth  Rate  shows  a fall  compared  with  last  year  it  still 
remains  well  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  Death  Rate  on  the  other  hand  shows  a slight  upward  trend  and  now 
stands  somewhat  above  the  national  figure. 

Infectious  disease  ran  at  a fairly  low  level  during  the  year  there  being 
no  significant  outbreaks  and  few  cases  of  the  more  serious  noui±iable  cono.itions. 
It  is  a pleasing  feature  indeed  to  note  this  year  the  combined  absence  of 
Poliomyelitis  and  Diphtheria. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  continued  during  the  year  as  far 
the  limited  supplies  permitted,  all  vaccination  being  achieved  with  British 
manufactured  vaccine. 


During  the  year  the  1st  Contract  of  Godmanc Hester  Sewerage  Scheme  was 
completed  and  a number  of  premises  were  provided  with  water  closets, 
premises  without  internal  water  supply  have  had  this  amenity  provided  at  the 
same  time  as  the  W.C.  conversion  was  carried  out. 


Work  commenced  on  a water  scheme  and  on  a further  20  dwellings,  ihe 
water  scheme  will  make  a piped  water  supply  available  for  farms  and  cottages 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Borough.  Sixteen  of  the  20  dwellings  unuer 
construction  are  to  provide  accommodation  for  persons  now  occupying  property 
scheduled  for  slum  clearance. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  choir 
kindness  and  consideration  during  the  past  year,  and  all  officers  ibr  their 
kind  help  and  co-operation. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  Caldwell. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 
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( Legist rar-General ' s List ) 

Cause 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ... 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ... 

Oiph  t n 0 1 1 ct  * . . .0.  «o.  ...  ... 

■/hooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ... 

.•  xeasies  o..  oo.  ...  oo.  ..o 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ... 

Di  cl  betes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

~L  n f 1 u.  e n z a.  ..o  00.  ...  ...  .oo 

Pneumonia  o..  ..o  ...  ...  ... 

.bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea  ... 

Nephritis,  nephrosis  ...  ...  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

All  ether  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

u_l  0 r o.  e ...  00.  ..o  . c » ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ... 

’’/hooping  Cough  ...  ...  ... 

Diphtheria  ..o  ...  ...  o.« 

lie  a sles  ...  ...  . . . ... 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ... 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  ... 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 


to 


The 


following 


Laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to  the 


ant1 


General  Practitioners  in  the  area:- 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge.  Tel.  Cambridge  3352 6. 


ority 


an< 


Public  Analyst  (8.  Greenburgh,  Ph  D.  , P.Cc. , F.R.I.C.  ) 
Tennison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel*  Cambridge  2097* 


(b)  Mb u lance  Services 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service  operating  in- 
conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service  have  been  available  on  doctor’s  orders. 
(Tel.  Huntingdon  348 ) # 

( c ) Home  Nursing 

A Nurse/Midwife  residing  in  Godmanchester  (Tel.  liuntingdon  609)  employed 
and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and 
attended  Maternity  cases  in  the  Borough. 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(1)  The  following  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council 
were  available: 

Clinic  Patients  seen  When  held  _ er  -■  held 

Minor  Ailments  Schoolchildren  Every  Monday 

9*30. a. m.  - 10.30. a. m.  Old  Grammar 

School, 

Huntingdon. 


Infant  Welfare  Children  (0-5  yrs.) 

Dental  Pre-school  and  School- 

children.  Pre-Natal 
and  Nursing  Mothers. 


Hvory  Tuesday 


2 


4.o. m. 


Tuesday  and  Thursday 


o 


a.  11, 


1.30. 


■ 12  noon. 

4 . 30 . p . m * 


Ditto 

10,  Frinces  Street, 
Huntingdon. 


(11) 


The  following  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  Regional  Plospital 
Board : 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Thursday. 

County  Hospital, 

10. a# m.  - 12  noon. 

Huntingdon. 

Venereal 

All  Cases 

Mondays  3 - 7 • P • m . 

Addenbrooke 1 s 

Diseases 

Wednesdays  4 - 6.30.p.m. 

Hospital, 

Cambridge . 

Males 

Mondays  5*30.p.m. 

Out-patient 

Wednesdays  5*30.p.m. 

Department , 

Females 

Tuesdays  10.30.a.m. 
Thursdays  5 • 3C . p . m . 

Memorial  Hospital, 
Pe  t erbcrough . 

A 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Orthopaedic 

Pre-school  and 
Schoolchildren. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  in 
month  (Surgeons  by 

Old  Grammar 
School, 

appointment)  Huntingdon. 

10. a. m.  - 12  noon. 


(ill)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National  Health  Service: 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

'Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-school  and 
Schoolchildren. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays  in 
month  (by  appointment 
except  in  emergency) 

10. a. m.  - 12  noon. 

2 - 4.p.m. 

Old  Grammar 

School, 

Huntingdon. 

Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstetrical,  Gynaecological 
and  Dental  Out-patient  Clinics  are  held  at  Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and 
Addenbrooke ? s Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Practitioners  can  refer  their 
patients  for  specialist  investigation. 


(e ) Hospital  Services 

Fever  - Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted 
to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Cambridge,  Peterborough  or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon  and 
Addenbrooke ' s Hospital , Cambridge . 

Maternity  Cases  - Maternity  facilities  are  provided  at  Primrose  Lane  Hospital. 
Huntingdon  and  at  Mill  Road  Hospital,  Camt ridge. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  No.  on  Register  at  plst  December,  1957  » • • 13 
Pulmonary  ...  12  Non-- Pulmonary  ...  1 


New  Cases  - Diagnosed 


New  Cases  - Transfers 


Age 

Periods . 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  Respiratory  Nun-Respirator 


M TP 

i x o -L  > 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


0 

-i 

5 

10 

15 

20 


0 O 0 


3*0 


5 ° ® ° 

55  . . . 
55  • » . 
65  and 
unwards 


2 1 


Total  1 - 2 1 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
uberculosis)  Regulations.  1952?  in  connection  with  persons  suffering  from 
uL • ionary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  section  172  of 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  which  deals  with  ccjspulsory  removal  to  hospital 
j.  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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S REPORT  1957 


H OUST  N__G 

New  Housing; ' 

At  Lhe  end  of  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  third  stage  development  of  the 
Cambridge  Road  Housing  Site.  This  will  consist  of  4 one  bedroom  bungalows,  4 
houses  and  3 blocks  of  4 flats. 

Island  Hall  was  purchased  and  after  certain  work  including  the  conversion 
of  1 flat  into  2 single  bedroom  flats  had  been  completed  this  provided  13  units 
of  accommodation. 

1 Private  house  was  completed  during  the  year  and  work  commenced  on  one  more. 

No  applications  for  advances  under  the  Housing  Act  for  house  purchase  were 
received  but  further  advances  were  given  on  applications  previously  received  and 
approved. 


Improvements : 

10  Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  in  respect  of  10  dwellings  were  re- 
ceived all  of  which  were  approved  and  in  all  l8  properties  were  improved  by  grant 
aid  during  the  year. 

The  modernization  of  the  55  Council  premises  has  not  yet  been  commenced  but 
37  of  these  have  had  W.C.s  installed. 


Slum  Clearance  : 

Formal  action  was  taken  for  the  demolition  of  a block  of  property  in  Pipers 
Lane  and  the  Council  have  rehoused  the  tenants  of  3 other  properties  owners  of 
which  agree  the  property  is  unfit  and  wish  to  demolish  same. 

It  was  agreed  that  16  of  the  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
year  be  used  for  the  rehousing  of  persons  from  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

Negotiations  through  the  District  Valuer  to  purchase  the  Pipers  Lane  - Earning 
Street  Clearance  Area  proceeded. 


WATER S U P P L Y 

During  the  year  those  properties  without  an  internal  water  supply  and  to 
which  the  new  sewers  had  been  laid  were  provided  with  a tap  and  sink  inside  the 
house.  This  combined  with  the  conversion  of  approximately  150  closets  to  W.C.  s 
has  meant  that  the  average  daily  consumption  is  increasing  and  is  nuw  77 000  gals, 
daily  ur  approximately  31  gals,  per  head  per  day. 

The  mains  supply  bulk  purchased  from  Huntingdon  Borough  Council  remained 
satisfactory  and  samples  sent  for  bacteriological  analysis  on  6 occasions  and 
of  the  10  samples  taken  only  2 were  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Work  began  on  the  outlying  farms  scheme  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  premises 
were  receiving  an  intermittent  supply  although  the  water  tower  had  not  been  com- 
pleted. 
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SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  D I S P 0 S A L 


Bi-weekly  collections  of  night  suil  continue  to  be  made  and  disposal  remains 
to  be  by  crude  tipping.  The  number  of  premises  involved  decreased  rapidly  as  the 
programme  of  W.C.  conversion  went  on, 

Tho  new  Sewage  Disposal  works  progressed  slowly  but  a temporary  Sykefs  pump 
at  East  Chadley  Lane  lifted  sewage  from  the  new  sewer  into  the  old  sewer  dis- 
charging on  Rectory  Farm  sewer  dyke.  This  gave  little  cause  for  local  complaint 
but  the  pump  needed  fairly  frequent  attention  to  ensure  continuance  of  service. 
On  no  occasion  was  the  average  ratepayer  put  to  any  inconvenience  although  on  one 
occasion  when  elasticated  female  underwear  made  the  pump  seize  up  and  electrical 
fuses  blow,  the  sewers  were  very  nearly  surcharged  to  ground  level  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  spent  a pleasant  Sunday  morning  assisting  in  the 
freeing  of  the  pump.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Messrs.  Sykes  Ltd. , loaned  the 
Council  a magnetic  valve  and  this  has  made  the  installation  a reliable  automatic 
pump  able  to  deal  with  the  quantity  of  sewage  for  which  the  four  pumps  are  being 
installed  in  the  permanent  station. 

The  permanent  sub-station  un  the  Avenue  came  into  operation  and  has  given 
minor  priming  troubles  only. 

Work  progressed  on  the  conversion  of  water  closets  and  further  notices  for 
such  conversion  and  for  the  repair  or  provision  of  closets  have  been  served 
Most  of  this  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council  using  a plumbing  contractor 
and  a building  contractor  in  addition  to  their  main  sev/e rage  contractor,  Messrs. 
’William  Moss  & Sons,  Ltd. 


REFUSE  COLLECT  10 


AND  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  of  household  refuse  continues  to  be  made  weekly  and  is  disposed 
of  on  a tip  on  London  Road.  Controlled  tipping  on  this  site  has  not  been  adopted 
and  in  spite  of  every  effort  being  made  to  reduce  nuisance  to  a minimum  the  tip 
is  not  satisfactory.  The  tip  will  soon  be  full  and  arrangements  are  in  hand  for 
t le  use  of  land  adjacent  to  the  Cambridge  Road  tip  to  be  used. 

It  was  necessary  to  obtain  a new  refuse  vehicle  and  the  choice  made  was  for 
a Ferguson  diesel  tractor  with  a purpose  made  trailer.  A loader  for  the  tractor 
was  also  obtained  and  this  provides  more  adequate  control  on  the  tip.  The  number 
of  men  employed  on  refuse  collecting  was  reduced  from  3 to  2 except  for  exceptional 
periods  when  extra  labour  is  required  to  make  up  time. 


S T R E E T _ CLEANING 

Approximately  3-5  miles  of  County  and  2.23  miles  of  Borough  roads  are  swept 
by  2 employees  and  street  gullies  were  cleaned  as  necessary  by  direct  labour  with 
the  tumbler  cart  and  scoops.  Weed  killer  was  sprayed  on  some  paths  and  In  the 
back  lanes  but  a number  of  complaints  regarding  the  growth  of  weeds  were  received. 


# 


* 


R I V S R 


The  bathing  place  remained  closed  but  the  usual  river  bathing  took  place. 
A bacteriological  sample  of  water  taken  from  a point  opposite  the  bathing  place 
on  the  3rd  August  1957  and  analysed  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  gave 
the  following  result ; - 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli, 

MacConkey  2 days,  37°  0.  Not  less  than  l800  per  100  ml. 
Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  80  per  100  ml. 

Remarks;-  These  counts  are  typical  of  an  untreated  river  water. 

In  sjjite  of  another  wet  year  there  were  only  few  occasions  when  the  river 
v/as  in  flood  and  on  no  occasion  was  the  flood  serious  or  prolonged. 


C A R A VAN  S I 


rn 


E S 


The  survey  taken  in  August  1957  revealed  that  there  wore  50  caravans  in  the 
Borough  but  this  was  a peak  period  and  many  >f  th-...-  Council’s  Sev;era.,e  contractors' 
eralovees  livin'  in  caravans  have  since  moved.  When  Public  Health  Act  licences  were 

_L  O 

renewed,  applicants  were  informed  that  in  due  course  water  closets  would  have  to 
be  provided.  The  unlicensed  site  in  West  Street  remained  in  use  but  planning 
action  is  being  taken  in  respect  of  this  site. 


F OOP  AND  DRUGS A C T S 

The  duties  set  out  under  sections  9 ~ 1 8 , 21(a),  31?  37  - 39  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1938  were  returned  to  the  Borough  but  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other 
ark  very  little  has  been  done. 

One  premises  in  the  Borough  is  used  as  a slaughter  house  and  on  an  average 
3 pigs  a week  are  slaughtered  there.  This  meat  has  not  been  inspected. 


GENE  R A L 


The  remarks  made  last  year  stating  that  owing  to  the  amount  of  work  present 
it  has  been  impossible  to  carry  out  all  the  duties  laid  down  by  Statute  still  hold 
good.  Preference  has  been  given  to  the  water  closet  conversion  programme* 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  including  re-inspections 
( Sewerage  ochene ) • . o « . . « . « . . . . . . . . . . . . 


(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year 

1 . Informal  ...  ...  ... 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  . . . 


coo 

n o o 


Result  of  such  notices 

1 . Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ... 

Informal  notices  served  in  1956  complied  with 

2.  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ... 

Statutory  notices  served  in  1956  complied  with 


Housing  Acts,  1936  - 1956 


9 t>  c 


• o * 


(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  (other  than  for 

Improvement  Grants  etc.) 


(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year 

1 . Informal  ...  ...  . . . 

o . otatu tor y ...  ...  ... 


o o c 

o o • 


Result  of  such  notices 

1 . Informal  notices  complied  with 

2.  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ... 


Number  of  Inspections  made  in  connection  with  improvement 

of  orooem.es  ...  ...  o*.  ®.o  ...  ... 

X JL 

Number  of  applications  received  for  Improvement  Grants  . . . 
Number  of  apj^li cations  approved  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  applications  not  approved  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Number  of  properties  improved  (work  completed)  ...  . . . 


'.7a ter  Act,  1945 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  . . . 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year 

1 . Informal  ..o  . . o ...  . . . 

2 . o tatut ory  ...  ...  ...  . . . 


o * • 


9 O C 
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Result  of  such  notices 

1.  Informal  notices  complied  with  ... 

2.  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ... 


601 

1250 


47 

169 


24 

20 

122 

11 


456 


2 

1 


2 

Nil 


92 

10 

9 

1 

18 


77 


7 

24 


7 

18 
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Number  of  inspections  made  during  year  . . . 


2 


Factories  Act,  1937 


1 


Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3?^  and  6 are  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 ns  f y 0 c 1 1 o ns  ...  . o . ...  o..  ...  < . . 

Notices  ...  ..o  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 


o 

C-  . 


Factories  not  included  in  1 in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  .o.  »o»  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Not  1 C e S DO.  f)  D . OO.  ...  ...  ...  I 

0 o mr ' 1 e d v/ 1 1 h «.o  ...  ...  e..  ...  . . o 


3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 


3. 


Number  of  out-workers  in  August  list  required  by  Section 
1 1 D ( i ) (,  c y ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  cf  cases  of  default  in  sending  in  list  ...  ... 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  . . . 


3 


Nil 

Nil 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

No.  of  properties  inspected  as  a result  of  notification 
No.  of  properties  inspected  survey  under  Act  ...  ... 

No.  of  properties  inspected  primarily  for  other  purposes 
No.  of  properties  inspected  infested  with  rats  ... 

No.  of  properties  inspected  infested  with  mice  ... 

No.  of  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  ... 


13 

Nil 

613 

27 

17 

31 


• O # 
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> 


v 


/ 


